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In a Letter to a Friend, 


— — 
———_ 


H E ill Succeſs of the Siege of Vienna, followed by other Circumſtances of the 
like Nature in the Field Battels, He begot fuch an Odium in the Popularity to- 
wards Hamet Selimw,the Grand Vikier ; that nonvichſlanding hislong and ſeem: 
ing ſtedfaſt ſecurity He —_— to have poſleſt in his Maſters Favour, yet ar length 
deceived him, and he became a Vicim, as ſeyeral of his Predeceſlors had done, to the 
Vulgar Fury ; which oft-rimes has diſplac'd eyenthe Grand Scigniors themſelves; eſpecially 
when the Mutiny has begun among the Furtzaries, which makes the Surprize the lels, 
that {o great an Officer ſhould be ſo quietly Cur off, as the preſent Hamet Selimus was ; 
and the more, if we conſider,that his Predeceſſor, the famous Hali Achmet,notwithſtand- 
ing bis great Succeſs in the taking of Candia, found the like meaſures after all thoſe ſignal 
Services he had done to the Ottomar Empire. Had he had regard rv Omens,or been ſuper- 
fitiouſly inclitrd,/ he might partly.have ghes'd at his misfortunes by the previous Signals 
that attended him ar his going forth from Conſtantinople: there was no Shouts, no Accla- 
mations, no wiſhes of Succeſs, but on the contrary, notwithſtanding his continued {miles 
and bowings to the People, a diſregardleſs alpeft, and a cloudy look was all the returns 
he received from the diicontented Multitude, on whom the Imprefſion was Itill freſh of 
his Severity and Covetouſneis, which extenged. not only. to his own Countrymen, bur 
to the Franks, by which name they. call alluhezExropearts our of their own Dominions; 
witneſs the bard caſe of: Mr. Pent{pe, who by inadyertency mattying of-a Greek Woman, 
about the year 79; had an Avenue (erv'd upor- him by this Vilicr, and all his Eſtate 
ſcizd upon to theuſe of the Grand Seignior. But. whar isurg'd asto the rigour of the Vikier, 
is this, that rwo eminent Metchants, who wete th the quality'of Adminiſtrators, or 
Overleers to his Eſtate,were near undon,he impriſoning them, and charging 20909 pound 
Tore upon the;Eſtare then ever it amounted to. In the rime of his Cavalcade, the Bird, ' 
called the Mahometan Bird, being about the bigneſs of a Raven, crook'd for ſeveral Hours 
' from the Top of Santa Sophia, the great Mosk of the Turks; ſeveral howlings, like thoſe 
of Dogs, were heard from the oppoſite ſhoar of Scutarz, a place, inthe Plague time, they 
ſend moſt of their Dogs to; not being cautious only of killing them,bur ſending them even 
thither Relief, notwithſianding the wideneſs of the Channel between that and Galara. 
His Turbant fell off of his Head, his Horſe ſtumbling jult at the ſame time as he paſsd 
through the Portico Novo, as you go by the old Hyppodrome. Several of the Creſcents, fix'd 
upon the Tops of the Capolas of the Moſques, turn'd into Circles, and.the Figure of a 
Spread-Eagle was ſeen to fly oyer the City. But to the purpoſe ; As to his Birth, it is part- 
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